NOVEMBER 2020

Sabin School PTA
Community Newsletter
Dear Sabin Families,
We’ve made it through the ﬁrst quarter! So much has happened over the past few weeks, but families,
students and teachers are persevering through virtual learning challenges and working hard to make
school days manageable and fun. While it’s gotten easier in some ways, this is still a very challenging time
and we commend you for making it through the ﬁrst quarter of the year, especially with everything going
on in the world around us.
Thank you to all who made it out to the Harvest Parade, and to the staﬀ and student leadership who
made it happen! It was fantastic to see all the creative costumes, and to gather on a beautiful sunny day
to enjoy each other’s company.
The book fair is happening now! Check out the events blurb on page 2, and the fair ﬂyer on page 6--this
is a great opportunity to get some holiday shopping done AND support our school.
Speaking of books...Oregon Battle of the Books is coming! This is a free, statewide, voluntary reading
motivation and comprehension program supported and organized by Sabin parent volunteers, the PTA
and school library staﬀ for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. Learn more about it on page 4.
Next, Sabin’s Student Leadership Team has been active during weekly virtual meetings, and they could
use some adult volunteers to help guide their online groups. Please email Ms. Lathan at clathan@pps.net
if you have time to help out—and prepare to be inspired by these amazing students!
Our next PTA meeting on November 18 will have a special focus on our wonderful teachers. We have
scheduled this general meeting shortly after the school day ends, so that it may be easier for teachers to
attend. The November meeting is dedicated to gathering feedback and ideas from teachers, and will be
held via Zoom (see link on page 2). We know the teachers have LOTS of thoughts, feelings, ideas and
challenges to share this year—we hope you will join us!
Together,

Sabin PTA

P.S . Take a look at the opportunities and virtual events in this newsletter and please email
sabinptapresident@gmail.com to learn more. Your involvement and generosity will help make the Sabin
community stronger not just this year, but for years to come. Thank you!

1

SABIN SCHOOL PTA COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2020

NOVEMBER EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Online Book Fair
Nov. 9- Dec. 2
Browse and Purchase Here!

Sabin PTA Community
and Fundraising Events
2020-21 at a Glance:
November
● Online Book Fair:
Nov. 4 - Dec. 2
● Conferences
Nov. 23-25 (or by teacher
arrangement)

December
● Sabin Foundation Season
of Caring: Dec. 1-18
● Chipotle Fundraiser: Dec. 9

January
● Mt Readmore Kickoﬀ Night:
Jan. 21
● Mt Readmore Reading
Program and Fundraiser:
Jan. 22 - Feb. 12
● OBOB: Oregon Battle of the
Books begins! (3rd-5th graders)

March/April
● Science Fair: March 18
(tentative)

May
● Global Experiences Night/
IB Night: May 27

June

Our online book fair is here! This is a great opportunity to choose some
great holiday gifts and also fulﬁll our teacher and library wish lists for
books! Through Dec. 2, 40% of sales will go back to our school library
and literacy eﬀorts.

November PTA Meeting (zoom)
Weds Nov 18, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Join us to connect with and hear updates from school teachers and
staﬀ, get to know other Sabin families, hear about school events for the
year, and share ideas and feedback. This particular meeting will have a
focus on the teachers and hearing their experience this year!
Zoom link / Passcode: 464660
Add to your Google calendar

Ongoing Tech Support
We are hearing that families need more tech support, and we’re
working to set up more technology resources and help-lines.
Additionally, room parents may help with this type of support. In the
meantime, please reach out to us with questions/concerns/suggestions!
sabinptapresident@gmail.com.

Teacher Conferences
Conferences with your students’ teachers will take place Nov. 23-25.
Please watch for signup information and details from your teacher(s).

REMINDER: No School November 23-27
We hope you enjoy a safe and restful week. As many families gather to
give thanks, it is important to recognize our nation’s history on
indigenous land. Here are some references for learning, reﬂection and
discussion.
●
●
●
●

How to Talk to Your Kids About Thanksgiving (NPR)
Picture Books Featuring Modern American Indian, Indigenous, Native
American, Alaska Native, and First Nations Families (Mult. Co. Library)
A Racial Justice Guide to Thanksgiving for Educators and Families
Native-Land.ca | Our home on native land

● End of Year Celebration:
June 10
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WAYS TO SUPPORT SABIN RIGHT NOW!
AmazonSmile

Participate in SCRIPNOW

This program is a super simple way to support Sabin through
purchases made on Amazon.com. Visit amazonsmile.com and
select SABIN PTA. The Sabin PTA will receive 0.5% from most
purchases, which we then use for school events and teacher
support. We earn an average of about $100 per quarter from
this program!

SCRIPNOW is available online this year. This program is
super easy…basically, you are shopping for digital gift
cards from stores where you already shop, and Sabin
gets to keep a portion (at no cost to you)! Ready to get
started? Enroll in Shop with Scrip and enter this code:
C555D29438512 (please encourage friends and family
to join too!). Here is a full list of e-card participating
retailers. Questions? Contact
sabinptapresident@gmail.com.

Fred Meyer Community Rewards
To earn money for Sabin each time you shop, simply link your
Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Sabin at www.fredmeyer.com
/communityrewards. Search for Sabin PTA by name or
non-proﬁt number (85955). We earn an average of about
$225 per quarter from these rewards!

Join the PTA
And/or parent and school groups like the Sabin Foundation,
Equity Group, or Site Council to keep informed and to share
your ideas and comments with other parents, teachers, and
school administrators. Your ideas matter!

Help Lead a School Committee
(Like the Emergency Preparedness Committee, Fundraising
and Yearbook Committees, which are looking for new leaders
or co-leaders). Email sabinptapresident@gmail.com for more
information.

Recycle Cans and Bottles for Sabin
Sabin has a BottleDrop Account! To get a bag, ﬁll out
this form: https://bit.ly/3l4yFeJ. You’ll get a blue bag
dropped at your door, which you ﬁll with cans and
bottles and drop oﬀ at a redemption center. The money
goes to Sabin!

BoxTops for Education App
Scan your store receipt, and the app will ﬁnd
participating products and instantly add Box Tops to
your school's earnings online! Download the app at the
App Store or Google Play, ﬁnd Sabin Elementary, and
start earning for Sabin everytime you shop.

Volunteer Opportunities
To volunteer, email: sabinptapresident@gmail.com
★ Help Mr. Diltz and Ms.
Peterson envision a
beautiful library space!

★ Help supervise weekly
Student Leadership
meetings online

★ OBOB! (see next
page for details)

★ Help with Mt.
Readmore Kickoﬀ
Event planning!

Idea Corner
Got an idea to support our community? Email us or join us at the next PTA meeting!
Here are some nascent ideas that could use some brainstorming/support:
★
★
★
★

Fundraising with local businesses
Serving on a team of fairies to spoil our teachers and administrators with
healthy treats
Supporting our Tubman sibling schools, e.g., attending their PTA meetings,
sharing ideas to build community, joint fundraising
Coordinating a neighborhood scavenger hunt with QR codes
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Oregon Battle of the Books (OBOB) is coming!

View the OBOB Reading list:
2020-2021 OBOB Title Lists

Oregon Battle of the Books (OBOB) is coming to Sabin again
this year! All 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students are
encouraged to participate in this free, statewide, voluntary
reading motivation and comprehension program supported
and organized by Sabin parent volunteers, the PTA, and
school library staﬀ. Although the regional and state
competitions are cancelled due to the coronavirus, school
battles will continue via Zoom at Sabin. Get your teams
ready…
Watch for information coming out mid-November with details
on program logistics and application forms. Students either
independently form teams of 4-6 players from their own
grade, or teachers and volunteers can help kids ﬁnd teams.
Among teams, students read 16 assigned books. In quiz
show-style battles, teams go head-to-head answering trivia
questions about the books. Mock “battles” will begin in late
January/early February (during Mt. Readmore!) and then
oﬃcial battles will continue for another month until a school
winner is identiﬁed.

Call for
Volunteers!
We need help to plan and
implement OBOB, starting this
month!
Please contact:
Lili Boicourt
liligordon@yahoo.com
503-989-9090
or
Sarah Bunton
sbunton1@gmail.com

For questions please contact OBOB parent volunteers Lili
Boicourt (liligordon@yahoo.com; 503-989-9090) or Sarah
Bunton (sbunton1@gmail.com), and watch for more
information to be sent out soon! We also need several
volunteers to help with logistics like battles and coaching
teams—please let us know if you are able to help.

Thanks for your support of
OBOB and we are looking
forward to another fun season!
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Meetings & Membership
PTA General Meeting Dates 2020-21
Please join us for our monthly PTA meetings! All families
are welcome. Meetings will be held via Zoom until
school facilities can safely re-open. (Note times are
staggered to accommodate diﬀerent schedules.)
Nov. 18
Dec. 16
Jan. 20
Feb. 17
Mar. 17
Apr. 21
May 19
Jun. 16

3:30-4:30 pm
5:30-6:30 pm
6-7 pm
6:30-7:30 pm
7-8 pm
6-7 pm
6:30-7:30 pm
6-7 pm

PTA membership is open to everyone,
and we value your voice!
To join the Sabin PTA, either complete and return
the form enclosed in this packet (also pdf here)
with a check made out and mailed to: Sabin PTA,
4013 NE 18th Ave., Portland, OR 97212. You can
also register and submit payment online at
www.oregonpta.org/membership. Scholarships
are available for membership, no questions
asked, just let us know and we’ll get you signed
up.

Sabin School 2020-21 PTA Board
Vice President, Community Outreach and Volunteerism – Will Layng
Co-Vice President, Communications and Events – Jenny DuVander
Co-Vice President, Communications and Events – Kris Travis
Secretary – Amanda Elliston
Co-Treasurer – Josh Jones
Co-Treasurer – Debbie Blastic
Chair, Room Parents – Celeste Hamilton Dennis
Co-Chair, Fundraising – Lyndsay Christensen
Co-Chair, Fundraising – Sarah Bokich
Chair, Website, Social Media, and IT – Kristen Jessie Uyanik
Chair, Equity and Inclusion Outreach – Eoin Bastable
President-Elect (Co-President) – (OPEN)
Ex Oﬃcio Member – Sarah Bunton

For more information, visit
sabinpta.com or email us at
sabinptapresident@gmail.com. We
look forward to hearing from you.

Ways to Connect!
Here are ways to stay in touch
with the Sabin Community, and
PTA activities:
Facebook
Instagram
Slack
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